
THE WASHINGTON HERALD TUESDAY OCTOBER 16 190SJ1

r 0 0o j 0 0 0l c-

ti
9I t

u F r> <

THE COUNTERSTROKE

AMBROSE PRATT
AUTHOR OF VIGOROUS DAUNT BILLIONAIRE

P

BYr=

SYNOPSIS PRECEDING CHAPTERS

In toe of The CowrtontMke ai
fady pmUHi a it how tkr anoni t

f huh note we vm toy ao Mr Partgo-
rft mutcftoK Iwad af tttc woat wefctr te-

Mn at UM bud cf the aftWat om i
and to kdp dietnv it pow r ODe of then

ascn Lcd Fraad OawtBefana who k t-

h POK at Hostary t BdtW aBMdor to

notnan Bfl Hafetst Vinito CSoentess of
tjttrtB The cMOBd M Cant TOB OMtJ c vna-

Kaitera ia Loodon tteou i the Stftisaan-
cf the CUM wemaa 7e af UM trio aa-
Auirfea arthdafce gotes HBdcr th name of Prince

srtoe Riw drawn into Madam VjftUae-
xJnnes to hte ow daugo Ail ta e men are
infatuated by her nnoswl beaut la the case of
Lord however it i r a tawpoj ty-

wntdoo M he k xeollr ia fc with Hit F ectoe-
tlliott aaagbtcr af CaL Vereoo EUjott V C C

flode iiuMdiatelr after catttec hfe iottnetioos
from Penaort tkat Jitec EJHott hai met Madue
VtvtIJ and Jt arerr OM b bftoawe iat aa r
interested ia her Lord Cmd8gam Mas te were
M s Elliott aamtect the woa a as k-
iaabU to cwtota Ua rtaMn be cnata aatpicta-

scautit hteeetf Lord Cm n na vo is pedair

B Ojhjea J aaat o ItMp witch on Ma JnH after
too siTtm at Loed O eftoc ams apart
menu at ntdnifat Xte Elltott appaa there

h a Hf tome SM she teadtad at the aar Mw
Elliott hid an djotatog
ViyeU appeared
h anas-
vxn left

Miss Elliott to her oab H BOtiead two men
T c ios after bar bat thought littte af
The nejrt day altar aaofber nnanttafartory iataniaw-
ntb Xnsa TfyaDa Lord Crtjatojbua ted Mis
Elliott has not retwi ea to her hffna aad baoowtoj-
riajTDed for her safety icstitnte a imeh for her
Peiltcrd iake elM of hte nwtarton appearaee
11 tha jKBctBia aDd fioot bi H is Iwued Mfn-

K vijella The captt k pot OB hoard
and seci to an tmtaonra rttaUaittim Pehejar-

dthn annooMe totentloo to Ufinap Mat
ViyelU hteMUlf ad order CNcatBCftaat to act a-

Ier jailer with hfc rooeae a her srfane Re alea-

of Mate Vlytna aad ranu to kill the lord

CHAPTER Vn
Love and Lies

Madame ftas plttQ dreaaad in-
n armdieir law yo vtg with agar

rind Slat sUrad at bun far full
mintiu qittU UB4W to remJIz t mt
log ot it all earcljr to beBeve
it wu Crccatosbam who ft od tter

at her so guiltily
Whft ant whfapartd at fe t

The ghost of a smile flickered over his
lips la my chair KatiMrte

th Was
It you who wiled me off

The man hd not yet formtdato a plan

plain One moment he whispered hav-
ing heard a knock at outer door

He hurried out and a quite ab
lid time in dismissing Me servant gfv

the fellow half a years wages In ad
tnce Even after the man had departed

lingered desperatady Tacking his DraIns
an idea but Perigords promised ser-

vant arrived and be was still befogged
The new lacquey was a dapper little

Frenchman exquiaiteljr dressed very
harpfacsd and active as a cat upon
is dainty little feet He was already
illy seized of his duties and und brought

with him a basket of eatables which he
immediately proceeded to arrange upon a
ijy

Madam and you my lord wW be
ungrrivy he remarked Cresetotjba-

mitenntae4 to seek ills advice
r dat know your name
lutllaume Beliair monselgneur
Well Bellair the taCt is I dont know

that th deuce to say to madame She is
nvakf and has demanded an explana

OI-
JiBUair shrugged his shoulders JT im-

port my lord shall I carry to madame
breakfast

No it tc me
nay advice my lord and break-

i with madame
resstnsfcata give the man a haughty

i ok bore the tray into the toper
l X rt

The countess was as he had left her t-

He more imperious perhaps
Really I am very patient but

fortitude bas a limit Here have I
forcibly abducted and delayed from

ngr to my dying fathers bedside I de-
ind to know at once the reason of such

ii outrage and to be immediately Te-
l ed

Eat some breakfast first Kate to
pise me

It would cboke me besides I An
wcr me

Vell then if must Creasmghm
M red at the window A

jple of hours after you left me last
ight or rather this mornins a man
r ii ht you carried by two women
ins servants Of course I was very sw

VHied but he made a siyn I Might te tell
u Kate I belong to a secret society
Frank
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its true
What not she shut her lips of a

ddea very tightly but Cressrogams
inspiration had come to him

he whispered 1 am a nihilist
T joined Yrs ago to a mad moment sod

hackles since
Madame watched him with glowing
es Go on she muttered
This as I told YOU made a sign

uhich I was compelled to recognixe and
bey He had you carried into this

commanded me to keep yotr hidden
re until he should for you
My God why why
I cannot tell said Cresaingham
Describe him to cried
I saw so Utile of him he wore a

and was masked
Was he tall or
About medium height
What sign did he make
Ah dear that I may not ten you
Wa it this Madame thrust out her

and and made a curious motion wIts herurgers Cressingiuun affected to start
shoOk his head

This Madame crooked her little fin
r and bit the knuckle raising at the

arae time her eyebrowa
Cresslnghom sprang to his feet Kate

he cried dont tell me you are a
nihilist too

But I an she muttered Tell me

I could not tell
Surely noticed something about

him she cried angrily Had he a thick
liack beard

No clean shaven
Madame turned deathly pale Did you

i his teeth
Ah let me remember Something

truck me about his teeth or mouth or
omethlnf ut time I think I cant

i I was so upset
Were they set wide apart and very

I believe they were I cant swear
though

Madame shivered all over and dosed
r eyes Presently She looked up and

sid We In danger pair
i us I know the man be was once my

lover and h has been for a time
madly jealous of you He has brought
ie you intending to get us together to

Kill ug both W0 must escape
Who Is w asked Cresslngham-

agerlj
I duG not tell yo But T must es

ape
Usefest Kate
Why
The man whoever va lia 5ft a

Yes

the never u able to sbslic Off the

man

room
end

send

me she
great-

t
short

i lit
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thIs man was be old
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on guard He is in the outside
room now

My God I must see wife h i
She went to the door and stooping

through tIle keyhole long
Suddenly she rose wp and ten sharply

beck I him P pnt d J
know him at all He IR at k yhoie
now trying to and to lliteo-

Cresslngham caught up a towel and
flung it over the Knob At any rate we
car block h m there lie muttered
frowning bim U for no man UK i being
spied on-

JIadame clasped her hands 1 see the
whole plot shb muttered that fellow
has a bomb sad soon perhaps be will
fix it to destroy us and escape himself

terror was so evidently umftacted
that CrcetasJ an felt It his duty to
soothe her

1 can relieve your mind as to that
he sId man ha brought nothing
with him neither bag nor and
his master orritrsd htm not to leave toe
room on any pretext whatever until he
came htawolf to carry you away

But why why would lie briner
I dont perhapte youve mistaken

the man Kate and it may be tbs
one you Ah his votet it comes
to me sow He apoke to me in broken
EngliSh and o huskily one hardly
understand hlrrvbut U the man out there
he spoke m fluent Russian

One thing whispered suddenly
surftly you must have noticed Was he

stout of build and did he rolL hi rs tre

YV
Its Kapetaliy then What It olj

jneen I Only sot a kUn 7-
tarday

Perhaps eabje was a mfstak
or a fosgtry My heaaranJ could
d have

Kajwtsky who ia Petlgorflr
demanded Cn fjngl ant with a pldsdfd
assumption of jaJpuf mpad nce It
stems to me Kate that yea have a lot
of s rf U-

iKaputaky ir a friend one high
set the othet Is a bitter of our
society Let think J a rea-
son In all this I almost oomi nee

Perhaps my abduction had beeN
ptemwd Perjgord grows daring
every day Uwy ay It Is true that I
have been wained quit often lately At
any rate wa are sate aine it is not that
other Something grave must have hap
pejMd though for Kaputaky to take this
step some great danger must have
threatened and he adopted

pwn of saving ma
how obstinate I am at times
must be it yes that must be it An
how I wish I new Tell me Frank
what the wcmen like who carrie

ForaiffMrs both madamas maid was
BojcUsh Germans I think or Au-

triana They wfcre dressed ia black and
seemed pretty plain and mlddlaagtd I
did not notice anything else Indeed I
saw them onh fo a second as thai left
Immediauly they had disposed of you

1 wonder what they did wtth my
servants ah I remember the footman
put the chloroform In my face must
be one of us

Very likely any rate you can be
sure that your friend Kajnitsky wmrid
know how to ovoid publicity to the at
fair Weil I suppose alt we can de is
wait What about breakfast

A good Idea Madame preparsd to
eat The viands had grown com to thJr
dispute but born were hungry and in
dined as Will ux appreciate the two
small bottles cf sweet champagne which
Btliairs thoughtfulness had prodded
The meal wt quite a bright affair for
madams tears had been dissipated and
Crecsfoghain was entirely contented with
the onuirvr In which an ugly situation
bad been settled Afterward maaamei
reminded him that th spy outside must
be considered end propriety Creasing
ham agreed vith her n departed

had not offered once to kiss
him indeed he had never found her so
cold and felt pique to understand the
reason

It might ittve been that pique which
induced him to appre cfc his dressing
room and there to den fresh tend immac-
ulate apparel to spend a long hour at
his toUet table and finally emerge a
spotless nd vrry hacdsome daa y But
his trouble wss wasted on madame if
indeed ae tad undergone that trouble
on her account Lying back m the chair
with her eyes shut she maintained per-
fect silence frr se long that be guessed
she must be sleeping He turned at last
in despair to Bellair for companionship

when to speak the lackey put
fingers to his lips with a gesture too

impressive to be misunderstood lid walk-
ing slowly to the rooni door stood with
Ms tack against it Then he lifted both
his hands and commenced to use the deaf
and dumb alphabet fortunately
Lord Francis understood

Madame listens lie telegraphed on his
fingers I heard what you told herv i it up Ask me questions

peeped

MoW
If dOn
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nodded Wkt
do you mean by fooling round that deer
sir be demanded sharply

Bellair answered impertinently I know
my duty sure I am not to
you

Jto matter I shell not allow that sort
of practice Madam J a not wings
therefore she cannot fly You have n s

C ham the devil

rep ble

here

Beea to spy on nor in
Men Dlu growled the manS I was

tojd to keep an eye on her and must
Obey Instructions

Who gave you such orders you mao
lout dog Not Moos XaimtsfeFni

W3 at you know
I know and presently

aim of your insolence

had no intention to offend I-

Kosp silent then and let mo try to
fereget your presence hero

Bellair smiled his approbation and took-
a chair some oft Creeaitrgham
yawned and burled his face in a book

At last madame wanted tea it wag af-
ter 4 and she was so thirsty Bellair
was called into the room and after seine
byplay which involved the acceptance-
of a heavy brirbe he was induced to spo

out tea and also to dinner pro-
vided that he was allowed to lock mon
seigneur in with madame during his ab-
sence Naturally madame was at first
terribly shocked at the mere suggestion
of such a thing but site was hungry
and Crefartagttam specious Were not
affianced Madame blushed divinely and
consented

She had effected quite a toilette during
her lonely hours The men marveled at
her appearance and complimented her
quite ardently

Madame blushed really she appeared
under twenty

No recollection of Miss Elliott cams to
disturb hIm He pardon Irtm Fidelity
Constancy forgive approached the
chair and kneeling by madame implored
a kiss Madame held up a sroey forefinger
to admonish

Frank dear generous am I not at
your mercy I trust you Frank hei
whispered

Set affectation baffled him A few abort
hours betOre had she begged him to
accompany her abroad bad she not nes-
tled in his arms a passionate werldifor
getting creature anxious only for his
love And now he could not understand
her therefore quite liumanaly became of
fended at her coldness

And madame She was in her eMinent
AH Her life and bright intelligence bad
been devoted to the exploration of

tot rasiuon

swear
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heart of men What wonder then tbat
hc Knew them thoroughly knowledge

had been bought dearly enough aa
in infrequent momenta of zolf aups

Honing reflection had sometimes recog-
nized remorsefully Luckily for her peac
Of mind did not often think h0 was
not all a bad woman and she still pos-
sessed the remnant of a heart which In
her girlhood had been 30 powerful a
mean of government that her

been to meet and loVe a proper man
It would have resolved her life Into a
path just as far removed from evil as
now it was remote from good

She loved partly because
of the many manly virtues which site
coukl not help discerning in his nature

of had printed theIr Inef
fable stamp upon her mind

You have ceased to love me said
Lord Francis reproachfully

smiled to how many
men had said the some thins to her when
treated similarly Would you care ah
whispered

He bit his Mp in sheer vexation Yostor
day hs had despised proflcrad love
today it seemed desirable because with
heldHow cap you ask me suoh a thing
he cried you know how I love
Kate

Madame found his words very Sweet to
listen to she had net heard many such
from him of later days therefore they
ministered a comforting incense to her
vanity
She gave him a languishing glance

Bow should I remember dear you
have not told me for eh so many days

With all my heart he answered and
madame sighed an dfell to musing well
oocUnt to be wooed thus her mood of
the moment being peaceful and composed
Cresslngham watched her aa she dream-
ed speculating idly on the subject of her
thoughts drinking in her strange wild
beauty and almost loving her It seemed-
to him that nature had made a terrible
mistake in the forming of this woman
Why had a shell to beautiful been fash-
ioned if to be deprived of that crown of
beauty a perfect soul There cerae to
his mind the thought of other women
whose names still shone like stars in the
shadowy annals of the world e won
ked balfdoubtingly it their charm
oould really have eclipsed madames and
wondered t remember and realize
bow comparatively tow WAre those wo
men cherished by history whose supreme
beauty had been equaled by their vir-
tues Is there not something evil in

he asked himself and he found
the question impossible to answer

Do you know what I am thinklngf
asked madam suddenly

Ne tefl me dear
I am wishing I had met you years

ago that we bad married that was
ah do not laugh at me Frank that I
was a mother the mother of your child

Kate He stared at her In swift dis-
may but madame WILl serion

She continued dreamily Really dear
I have always longed to have a child
every woman does I think Do you know
when I see babies with their nurses in
the street I often stop to speak to them
and kiss their hands Their little hands
appeal ft one so so small and crumpled
up they are when they stretch out to me
they make m feel tight here she put
her hand to her heart

Cresslngham f k strangely shocked just
aa shocked as be would had he listened
to a better womea utteriMg a blasphemy
And yet somehow he was compelled to
symp toiae fur madame was a good wo
man just then Her eyes were dreamy
and bright with dew her lips parted In
an ee Jbcy ot meatauwn It
though she dreamed indeed and believ-
ing herself mother clasping her infant
to her heart

But what a douche on his imagining
He found something actually revolting ia
the Mea of madame as s Ue-
ttig to his feet be peed the fleet in sil-
ence until BeUatr returned with ma

The man vouchsafed a piece of infor-
mation as he entered VAt midnight
monseigneur monsieur will cone for
mattaoe-

Cresstegfaam nodded Madams smiled
and when peUair had gone grew quite
hJacfons for she wa pleased that a term
had been placed on her tocarceratien
even to so soft a prison so intolerant
was her nature of restraint Cressing
ham foaling the need ot exerctoe contin-
ued his walk until dinner had arrived

up the while a running Arc of
chaffing conversation

After an excellent dinner madame
puffed a cigarette She called her lover
to her

Kiss me she commanded
He brushed her forehead xvjth Ws lips
A sudden rage possessed her at his cold-

ness and quite beside herself skit struck
him sharply on the mouth

He started back maddened at the blow
but next second madame repented

But Creeatoghdm white with eager
and to spite of bar whimpering entreattec
hurried from the room banging the door
fiercely behind him

An hour of meditation made him re-
morseful too After all she had but giv-
en way to a moments temper and had
instantly repented He was a max she
only a woman he should have pardoned
her Even as he relented eame a

tapping at tr outer door He turned
In time to see enter the apartment two
women thickly veiled behind them Von
Oeltjen his finger on his Up

Bellair made comprehensive gesture
and the women by Creasing
ham entered madames room noiseless
as phantoms closing the door soundlessly
behind them A pause succeeded
then a sharp quickly smothered cry and
a Tong silence which no on cared to
break

Creanngham felt boiling in his heart a
mixture of wild impulses some of which
madly urged him help madame some
to rush away away anywhere anywhere-
in or out of the world so that he might
rW Ws brain of
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ream he sow the women present-
ly enlarge from the room bearing
madames body like a corpse between
them She was utterly unconscious and
rested in their grasp so elf and helpless
that his heart out to very pity for
her state the more perhaps tac use her
face had lost a great part of Its beauty to
the pallor of th drug Hs watched them
bear her carefully away and noted
dazed that the house was wrapped in
silence that tbe clocks

at 2 One dim consolation only
seemed remaining presently he would be
alone

But that too faded Von Oeltjen ap
preached him Bettor put on your
thickest seat he murmured the night
is bitter

What said Crewingham I am
wanted too

Why certainly Hasten please
Soon he found himself In a ojurltge

seated beside the count a carrla
bore them swiftly and unfalteringly
through the gloom for a gray mist tta

the city arid the streets through
which they passed were utterly deserted
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FROM WOMANS VIEWPOINT
Prom the position t bank president with a salary that means comfort a degree

of luxury a d nelflerablfa leIsure to sorting brooms In PrIson Is a full andmight reasonably be etfpeetad to fn as an object leeean We talk glibly of what we
will do or would de under certain elro n tanc9Si but thgre is always tha penalty to be
considered and the moment or hour of satisfaction is not worth tbe price demanded
for It

Loss of freedom Is something tbat cannot be fully appreciated till experienced
and added to that is a period of uncertainty loss of respect and loyalty and some
ttota oven affection How can wife or children continue to love a nina for whom
they can have no shred of respect It asking a good d aal of human nature to
expect fidelity long years of shame slid bitter humiliation and in some
sadden this fact ought to be brought home to men who in positions to be
tempted from the path of honor

The laws regarding bank wreckers are much too lenient The pall of misery
one cUahnntst man is able to spread over the houses of hardworking families should

a punishment in proportion Robbing qua person anfljszJjWns thousands
should cot be classed as similar crimes and I am much Inclined to tile method adopt
c4 by the ruling power of Chum K caaTSry Or so axe and the one suggested by the
present Sultan of Morocco former beheaded a thievish battle 043dai and foratfftr
put a stop to the practice of stealing trust funds and the latter bad something
siajnliicant to say about a whip and its power

It barf been said that sonic persons suffer more in one year than others could
in ten but who is to determine won a nice point From the viewpoint of an
outsider wo have to pay attention to the length of a punishment anti a lifetime
is none too long in my opinion for tho expiation of crime that takes hopo faith

charity from the hearts of people who need all three to weston their hard
Extreme punishments perhaps might work a reform where short ones do not
Possibly a man would hesitate to stool with such a risk staring hIm in the face

I know that awful punishments do not deter murderers but they are tempo-
rarily blinded by rag coolboaded and longheeded ae their olab-
orate plans provt They could not possibly forget the Inevitable disclosure and
its results at least the majority would remember Thew few who trust to time
tb make good their losses would probably be as blind as bats through egotism I
imagine that those of us who can worry along comfortably on a modest salary
ha e little sympathy with the ambitions of men whoso incomos are ample and
wfrise work is both pleasant end easy Wo can not understand the restlessness
wtech the sight and thoughts of great sums of money bring For myself I have
HSTIT understood th feeling some persons express to own everything beautiful
they see These cravings arc the fill voices that urge to crime I suppose and
yet sit man of the beautiful things we sea wqnld do us no good they would even
be ot place in our lives Is the sense of ownership under such elrcum-
stances 2 BETTY BRADESN
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